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Holds 129 million manuscripts
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Virginia Memory
Explore our vast and varied collections of print
materials, manuscripts, archival records,

newspapers, photographs and ephemera, maps
and atlases, rare books, and fine art.

Learn More

For the Public

Using the Collections

Virginia Memory

Search the LVA Catalog

Public Programs and Exhibitions
Electronic Discussion Groups
The Virginia Shop

Order Materials

Register for a Library Account

For Libraries and Educators

@ LA Website O

For Localities and State Agencies

Records Management
Circuit Court Records Preservation
State Publications Depository Program

Library Services and Resources

For Everyone




Using the Collection

Guides and Indexes

Guides and Indexes include bibliographies and descriptive research notes to our print, newspaper,
manuscript, and archival collections. Created over many years by staff subject experts and continually
updated and added to, these valuable research tools are arranged by topic.

+ African American and Mative American resources
+ Biographical and Genealogical

+ Births, Deaths, Marriages (Vital Records)

+ Business and Economics

+ County and City Research, including Virginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky
+ Early Printed Works

+ General Reference and eBooks

+ Government Information and Legal Resources

+ Historic Virginia Government Records

+ Maps and Architecture

+ Military Service

+ Mewspapers and Magazines

+ Photograph Collections

+ Tax Records

+ \Wirginia History and Culture

+\irginia Land Office Patents and Grants

+Women's History




LIBRARY - RESEARCH NOTES NUMBER 2
or VIRGINIA

Using Vital Statistics Records in the Archives at the Library of Virginia

Laws requiring the recording of births and deaths in Virginia were enacted as early as 1632, when a law
directed ministers or churchwardens in each parish to present a “register of all burialls, christenings, and
marriages” yearly at the June mesting of the court. A similar act passed in 1659 stated that “enguiries are
often made for persons imported into the collonie, of whose death no positive certificate can be granted for
want of registers.” Few records survive from these early decades.

In 1713 the General Assembly noted that earlier acts had “for a long time been disused” and once again
directed the recording of births and deaths by the minister or clerk of each parish. A return made the same
year noted that the list of births and deaths was not complete since many parishes failed to make returns “for
tis a thing so new to the people that neither they care to Register their Births and Burials, nor are the Parish
Clerks yet brought into a regular methed of transmitting them."”

The recording of vital statistics continued to be an ecclesiastical function throughout the colonial period.
With the disestablishment of the Anglican church after the American Revolution and the rise of other religious
denominations, the record-keeping process for vital statistics fell more and more to the individual family.

By the mid-nineteenth century, medical science began to recognize the advantages of accurate birth and
maortality information in controlling and treating communicable diseases. Pressure from local and national
health organizations and medical professionals resulted in the passage of vital statistics registration laws.
Virginia was one of the earliest states to pass such a law.

A law requiring the systematic statewide recording of births and deaths was passed by the General Assembly
on April 11, 1853, Every commissioner of revenue registered births and deaths in his district annually, at the
same time that personal property subject to taxation was ascertained. The commissioner recorded births and
deaths that had occurred prior to December 31 of the preceding year and returned the record to the clerk of
court by June 1. Information was obtained from heads of family, physicians, surgeons, or coroners. The law
imposed penalties for failing to furnish or collect the information.

The clerk of court in each locality entered the information supplied by the commissioner into registers and
prepared an accompanying alphabetical index. A copy of each register was forwarded to the auditor of public
accounts. The law went into effect on July 1, 1853, and continued until 1896, when an economy-conscious
legislature repealed the recording provisions.

Birth and death registers in the Library of Virginia are copies of those records made by local clerks from
the lists compiled by the commissioners and forwarded to the auditor of public accounts. The auditor
turned the lists over to the Bureau of Vital Statistics in 1918, and the registers were later transferred to
the state archives.
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Using County and City Court Records

Local records are the most basic resources for investigating Virginia's past. These records document the daily
activities of the courts in Virginia's counties and cities. While eriginal county and city records are often held
in local courthouses, the Library of Virginia has a substantial collection of records for some localities. These
records are divided into eighteen broad categories:

= Board of Supervisors Records: minutes of meetings of the administrative branch of local government.

= Bonds/Commissions/Oaths: qualifications for office and apprentice indentures.

» Business Records/Corporations/Partnerships: records of businesses, such as ledgers, daybooks,
and accounts, usually submitted as exhibits in cases before the court.

= Census Records: local copies of the federal census.

= Court Records: minute and order books, judgments, chancery records, clerk’s correspondence,
execution books, memorandum books, and docket books.

» Election Records: poll books and lists of voters.

= Fiduciary Records: appraisals, inventories, estate accounts and audits, estate sales (only when recorded
in separate volumes), guardian accounts and bonds, and administrator’s and executor's bonds.

= Free Negro and Slave Records: free negro registers, lists, and certificates.

= Justice of the Peace Records: executions by justices and constables.

= Land Records: deeds, processioners’ returns, plats, and surveys.

= Marriage Records and Vital Statistics: marriage bonds, ministers’ returns, and local copies of birth,
marriage, and death registers.

= Military and Pension Records: militia returns, Revolutionary War and Civil War pension records, and
muster rolls.

= Organization Records: minutes and accounts for non-business and non-government institutions,
including churches, granges, and fraternal societies.

» Road and Bridge Records: accounts for building and maintaining roads and bridges.

= School Records: lists of students and textbooks used.

= Tax and Fiscal Records: local copies of land and personal property tax books and lists of tithables.

= Wills: wills and probate records recorded in will books.

= Miscellaneous Records: overseers of the poor records, estrays, and lists of physicians.

WILLS
In October 1776, enfail was abolished, thereby prohibiting the automatic passing of estates through multiple
generations. On 1 January 1787, the English system of primogeniture ceased in Virginia. These two events

affected the content of probate records. Under primogeniture, Virginia wills may not always name the wife or the
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Genealogical Databases

Virginia Military Dead Index

Virginia Untold & Unknown No Longer
Making History: Transcribe

Virginia Chronicle

From the Page

Chancery Record Index

Legislative Petitions Digital Collection
Public Library Photograph Collection
WPA Life Histories

Virginia Yearbook Digital Project

Virginia Land Office Patents and Grants
& Northern Neck Grants and Surveys
Database

Lost Records Localities Digital Collection

Military Pension and Disability Records
Database

Petersburg Newspaper Index, 1791877
Wills & Administration, 1632-1800

World War | History Commission
Questionnaires




Making History: Transcribe

Sign in or register
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Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative




